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Transitional Assistance Advisor-CT (TAA)
. Written Testimony

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

Senator Andrew Maynard, Co-Chair
Representative Ted Graziani, Co-Chair

Honorable Members

Connecticut Select Committee on Veterans Affairs
Legislative Office Building

Hartford, Connecticut 06105

IN RE: Testimony in Support of Proposed Senate & House Bills (HB 5664, HB 5295.
HB 5139, SB 119, SB 566)

My Name is Daniel McHale, I am a resident of Avon, CT, and I am the Transitional
Assistance Advisor (TAA) for Connecticut. I am a contractor working for the Dept. of
Defense, through the contract company SKYLINE. I am a Vietpam Veteran and have
completed 35 vears of military service with the Regular Army and the CTARNG. 1
retired in August of 2005 as a Senior Officer. I am also the AUSA, CT Chapter 1st Vice
President and chair the Veterans Advisory Committee.

As a TAA, the program provides a person in each State or Territory to assist service
members in accessing benefits and entitlements offered by community, state and federal
resources. I facilitate entiflement and benefits briefings for returning Connecticut
military, National Guard, Reserves and active duty military personnel and their families.
The TAA in each state is the “single point of contact” for Federal and State assets

and resources that benefit all branches of the military community.

(HB 5295) An act concerning additional pay for active service after September 1 1"
2001.

1 am continually asked about the Current Combat Zone Payment available to the Air and
Army Guard. find it very difficult and dishearting to have to tell a Marine or Reservist
that even though they are a Connecticut resident, they are not eligible for the Tax fiee
combat Zone payment. I have numerous parents that have several siblings in different
branches of the military. Case in point: MAJ (Ret) Joseph Kiely, a Vietnam Vet and
pnor National Guards Officer that had two sons deployed at the same time: One in the
25™ Marines out of Plainville in Falusa, Iraq and the other with the 102" Infantry, in
Afghanistan.

I briefed both units when they came home and had to tell his Father and the young
Marine, that he wasn’t eligible for the States Combat Zone Payment. I won’t pass on the
Father’s comments, but the young Marine was very put off to say the least.

1 briefed numerous reservists and their families that deployed; the 405™ Combat Support

Hospital (CSH) from West Hartford, the 25" Marines from Plainville, the 411" from



Danbury, and many others after they returned from combat. [ accepted applications for
the Connecticut War Time Service Medal but, had to refuse applications for the “CBT
Zone” payment because, even though they are Connecticut residents and tax payers, they
don’t qualify for the payment because they are in the Reserves. I left the Armory with an

empty feeling in my stomach. .

The State employee that administers the CBT Zone payment and family Assistance
program is a Lieutenant Colonel in the Reserves and recently returned from a tour in
Afghanistan and he can’t even apply for the Combat Zone Payment.

When I came home from Vietnam, the State of Connecticut gave me Three Hundred
dollars for serving the state and the nation and I was in Federal Service. Please .
understand, I’m grateful that the National Guard receives the CBT Zone payment that
was passed into legislation and then increased up to Twelve hundred Dollars. The
CTARNG is the largest military in the State and is well deserving and lead the way with
many deployments and continue to deploy in support of the War on Terrorism. They
most of all deserve the every benefit and entitlement that is available. I and many others
would Tike the Current Bill amended to include all of Connecticut’s military that step
forward and go into harms way. :

(HB-5664) An act Concerning ﬂae awards of Ribbons and Medals to certain Veterans for
service in time of War. :

Taos Veterans of America, which includes 45,000 members through out the Country and
Canada of which Connecticut’s Chapter has approximately 30 to 40 members residing
in Bridgeport, New Britain, Suffield, Bristol, Enfield, Manchester, Wallingford, New
Haven, Danbury and several other towns through out the state.

During the Viefnam War, the Hmong and Lao Special Combat Units served under the
direction of the United States Military and Clandestine forces in Laos. They fought
courageously for over 10 years with the American Special Forces and Special Operations
Units. The War you weren’t supposed to talk about! These people bore the brunt of
fighting against the North Vietnamese and the Communist Pathet Lao in a “Covert War”.
There mission were to first rescue “downed American Air Crews and second to stop
reinforcements of NVA troops and war supplies along the Ho Chi Minh trail. They
served bravely and suffered great losses during the war. There were 35,000 to 40,000
killed in combat and 60,000 wounded or missing from 1960 to 1975. |

All Connecticut members supported the US Army during the Viet Nam war. All of these
veterans fought behind enemy lines along the Ho Chi Min trail in teams or as individuals.
After the war most of the CT residents fled to this country as refugees. Approximately 30
individuals are members of the CT Chapter of AUSA (Association of the United States
Army). They were granted a waiver for residency and Citizenship. They work in all types
of Industry and support all Veteran and family functions. Many of their Siblings serve n
the US Military and several are serving in Iraq.



Thev“wéfe awarded Congressional recognition in 1991, 1 would ask the Committee to
support HB 5664 so these great warriors and patriots can be presented the Connecticut
War Time Service Medal. The ‘medals are already available and will be at no new cost to

the State.

As the Trasitional Assistance Advisor, for the record I would also like to state that I
support: :

HB 5139 AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEDUCTABILITYOF VETERANS
PENSIONS.

SB 119 AN ACT CONCERNING TUITION WAIVERS FOR VETERANS TAKING
SUMMER AND INTERSESSION CLASSES AT PUBLIC COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIESCOURSES to add “AND” for fee’s and books as an amendment.

SB 566 AN ACT CONCERNING TUITION WAIVERS FOR CERTAIN VETERANS
ENROLLED IN PUBLIC COLLEGES OR UNIVERSITIES. to add “AND” for fee’s and

hooks as an amendment.

I realize that not only the Country and the State are in the worst financial discord
since the great depression and everyone will have to sacrifice, but no entity makes a
bigger sacrifice than those who step forward and put their lives on the line for this
State and Country. In closing 1 would like to thank the committee and ask for the
committee's support with the legislation regarding benefits supporting the military

community.

Daniel J. McHale, BG (Ret-CT)
Transitiona! Assistance Advisor-CT
Room 214

360 Broad Street

Hartford CT. 06105
Off. 860-524-4808
Cell-860-748-0037
Fax: 860-548-3288
SKYLINE

Ultd, Inc.

“I feel that my life would have been empty and meaningless if I had not
been able to be a Soldier”.
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TWnghington, BE 20515

“ In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted ihe role of defending
' freedom in its howr of maximum danger.” ' ,
—President John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address, January 20, 1961,

In tribute to the Hméng and Lao special combat units that served under the
direction of United States military and clandestine forces in Laos, we join the
grateful people of America to award to you this

‘Citation for

Maj. Sar Phouthasack ID),

PR,

“On this 14th day of May; 1

For your courageons defense of your people and homeland against comiumnist .
agpression and your support and sacrifice on behalf of the United Staies militiry and clandestine
forces 1961-1975. Hmong and Lao special combat units operated in crucial air and ground
opezations for the United States military and clandestine forces, including the rescuing of downed

air crews and the interdiction and destruction of enemy troop and supply convoys.

Now, therefore, on this 14th day of May, 1997, on the occasion of the Lao Vejerans of America -
National ition Day ceremonies a the Vietnam War Memorial and Aslington National
Cemetery, we salute your receipt of the Congressionally authorized Vietnam Veterans National
Medal and we confer upon you and the other Hmong and Lao combat veterans this commendation
and citation, and the long overdue recognition and honor you so rightly deserve for your sacrifices
on behalf of the United States, Laos and the freedom loving people of Southeast Asia.

iJ4. McCollum

Senafor Rod Grams

CogfiYessma ey Cunningham

.Hgg George Radanovich

Congress D Q-VR hrabach L
g man Dana Rohrabacher C?ﬁ?res%y&ﬁ)Ben Gilman

- N



Congress of the Tnited Stutes
Houge of Repregentatives
@Washington, BE 20515

“A measure of the heroism and effectiveness of the Hmong struggle can be seen in the fact thatt the
North Vietnamese forces arrayed against thern increased over the years Jrom the original 7,000 to
70,000, including several off North Vietnam’s best diivisions. “

— Ambassador William Colby, Former CIA Director

In tribute to the Hmong and Lao special combat units that served in the
U.S. Secret Army in Laos, we: join the grateful people of America
to award to you this

Commendation and Citation for
Vietnam War Service 'i.'n Laos

to

MAJ. SAR PHOUTHASACK ID# 2112573
On this 14th day of May, 1998

For your courageous defense of your people and homeland against communist
aggression, as welll as your support and sacrifice on behalf of the Ulnited States military andl
clandestine forces, 1'961-1975. Hmong and ILao members of the U.S.. Secret Army fought in the
Vietnam campaign im crucial air and ground operations as pilots, air cirews and soldiers in support
of Air America, the: U.S. Air Force “Ravens” Program, U.S. Army Special Forces’ White Star
Teams and other American military efforts..

Now, therefore, on tthis 14th day of May, 1998, on the occasion of thie Lao Veterans of America
National Recognition Day ceremonies at thie Vietnam War Memorial and Arlington Nationall
Cemetery, we salute your receipt of Vietnam War medals and we comfer upon you and the other
Hmong and Lao combat veterans this commemdation and citation, and the long overdue recogniition
and honor you so rightly deserve for your sacrifices on behalf of the United States, Laos and tthe

, freedom loving people of Southeast Asia.

Rep. Randy Cunmingham




@ongress of the Pnited States
Washiugton, B.4. 20513

* I the fong history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending
freedom n its hour of maximum danger.”
—President John F. Kennedy, fnaugural Address, January 20, 1961.

In tribute to Former CIA Director Ambassador William Colby and the United
States military and clandestine forces who served in the Vietnam War, we join the
grateful people of America

to award to you this

Commendation and Citation for
Vietnam War Service in Laos

Major Sar © Phouthasack
T tiis T3t day of May, 1996

For your courageous defense of your poople and homeland against communist aggression and
your support and cacrifice on behalf of United States military and clandestine forces. Hmong and
{ao units in the Royal Lao armed forces operated in crucial air and combat support missions for
United States military and clandestine forces, including the rescuing of downed air crews and the
iaterdiction and destruction of enemy tro0p and supply convoys. Against overwhelming enemy
manpower and weaponry, the outiumbered Hmong and other Royal Lao forces successfully
fought as allies of the United States to maintain the freedom of Laos and other Southeast Asian
nations threatened by the invasion of the Soviet-backed, North Vietnamese Army. Now,
therefore, on this 12th day of May, 1996, we confer upon you and the other Hmong and Lao
combat veterans this commendation and citation and the long overdue recognition and honor you
“ces. on hehalf of the United States, Laos and the freedom loving

so rightly deserve for your sacrif
o people of Southeast Asia.

Congressman puncan. Hunter Congressmnan Bill McCollum



Congregs of the Tited Statey
Tashington, BE 20515

Commendation and Citation

Presented To

Mai. Sar Phouthasack # 2112573

rage of Laotian and Hmong veterans of the U.S.

In special recognition of the sacrifices and cou
ho served freedom's cause in Southeast Asia.

sgecret Army” and their American advisors, w

ur nation in deepest gratitude to you for your crucial

We join the people of the United States and 0
and historic contribution to the Kingdom of Laos and American national security during the

Vietnam War.

straordinary efforts on behalf of United States

We commend and honor you for your bravery and e
jetnam War.

mititary and clandestine forces during the Vf

Dané Rohrabacher
Member of Congress

Tim Holden

"Wiark Green
Member of Congress Member of Congress




CONSULATE OF THE : -
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :

11 Janvary 1983
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

. This letter is to introduce and recommend Mr. Sar’
Phouthasack who has been a faithful and reliable employee of -

the United States Govermnment for over 17 years. He worked in
Laps until the communist takeover in 1975 and then in Thailand
through December 1982, He has extensive experience in re-
pairing and maintaining radio, television and other electromic
_.equipment. .Mr. Phouthasack also has over B.years_nf supsrvisory.
experience and has been responsible for management of up o

20 indeginous personnel. ‘ ' '

.. While working for the United States Govermment inm South--
east Asia, Mr. Phouthasack demohstrated initiative, imagin-
ation and self-<reliance. He has developed effective and pro-
ductive management skills that have earned the confidence of
his supervisors and respect of his subordinates. Mr. Phou-
thasack can be relied upon to perform with minimal supervision.

Mr. Phouthasack would still be s highly valued employeé
of the United States Government in Thailand had he not chosen
to emigrate to the United States and seek employment in the
private sector. Your comsideration of Mr. Phouthasack’s
application would be greatly appreciated as he goes with our
full blessing and belief that he will succeed in any endeavor
if given the opportunity. :

e @ j ag..

{, 4 & AR 2 en oo N
A A Rt q

£ o

(£’ W. Fenning#ir.
Consul
Udorn, Thailand

"Eeo



CraisToPHER J. Dobo
CONNECTICUT

May 5, 2005

1.ao Veterans of America
Connecticut & New England Chapter
¢/o Major Sar Phouthasack

President ‘

Dear Friends:

I write to extend my sincere appreciation for the service of Laotian and Hmong veterans who
bravely fought alongside United States military and clandestine forces in the Kingdom of Laos.

Laotian and Hmong units performed vital operations during the Vietmam War to protect
United States troops, rescue American pilots, and defend the people of Laos.

The United States honors your sacrifices on behalf of our armed forces, and I commend you
for your contributions to United States led efforts overseas.

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD
United States Senator
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FHutrobuced ’hy REPRESENTACIVE TECODY A, GRREY, 104 DIFTRICT
REPRESENCATIVE WICHAEL A. CHRISEL, 11CH DISERICT
NEPAFYENTATIVE RICHARD VELURL, OUR DIBYRITY
FENATOR SARU LESEAN, SRV DISTRICY

aiét it pereby Bnoton to all that:
The Conmecticut GSeneral Agsembly
bereby offers its gincerest cnngratulatiuns to

¢ BERRERG OF OHE CAG WERERANS OF ARERICA,SENE.
CONNECTICHT AND NEW ENGEAND CHADLER.

in recognition of

POUR DEDICATION €0 UOHR PEQPLE AXND TO ZHE ﬂtﬁﬁﬁ OF CONNECTICUG.
CONBRACULATIONS ON DEVELOPING JOUR ORGANIZATION.

~ The entive memberghip extends its
ery best wishes on this memorable sccagion
emh expresses the hope fov continued success.

Ginen thig o9t bap of 8y 19 o8
at the State Capitol
Bartiorh, Connecticut
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